
Useful Writing Questions  

Questions for general academic writing:  
1. What is your main idea? Thesis? Central point? Tell me in your own words. 

2. Where is your main idea in the paper?  

3. How does your writing compare to what was intended? How have your ideas changed? 

4. What is the purpose of the piece?  

5. Who is the intended audience?  

6. Can you name (and label in the margin) each paragraph topic?  

7. What’s working? What’s not working?  

8. What do you intend to do from here?  

9. What do you want to work on?  

10. Why did you make this choice, or that choice…?  





Questions about focus and unity:  

1. Does the writing address and sustain one overall central idea?  

2. How did you achieve this focus?  

3. Where does the paper veer from it’s intended focus?  

4. Does each subtopic address the central idea?  

5. What strategies can you use to achieve greater focus?  

Questions about grammar, language use, and style:  
1. How does the writing sound to you?  

2. Where does the writing sound its best? How so?  

3. When you read it aloud, do you notice any difficulties with particular sentences or words?  

4. Where can you use more concrete language? More unique language?  

5. How/where might you make use of figurative or other creative language?  

6. What are some patterns of language or punctuation use we can address?  

 

Further Assistance: For more detailed help or if you have questions, visit the Writing Center located 

in the Lewis University Library or call 815-836-5427.  


