
IEEE Formatting   
IEEE format, used for math and computer-science papers, journal papers, and patents, consists  

mostly of rules for citations and references. General formatting should follow The Chicago Manual of 

Style guidelines:  

 11 or 12 point serif typeface (Times New 

Roman, Georgia, Garamond, etc.)  

 1 to 1.5 inch margins  

 Page numbers in the top, right corner, 

except on cover page  

 Double-space entire paper except block 

quotes (over 5 lines long)  

 A title page (as shown) with  

ALL-CAPITAL title in the upper third of 

the page, author name, class/institution, 

and date on three lines in the bottom 

third of the page.  

 

• The reference number follows a name:  

As you write your paper, any referenced material must be cited with a square-bracketed number. The 

citations should be sequential from the beginning of the paper through its end.  Examples:  

 Smith [3] found that pterodactyls were allergic to maize.  

• The reference number follows paraphrased material:  

 Triceratopses were not allergic to anything [8].  

• The reference number follows a specific work:  

 The study [78] showed that herbivorous dinosaurs were less choosy.  

• The reference numbers are used as nouns in the sentence:  

 According to [6] and [16], the sky is red.  

In-text Citations  





Periodicals 

[17] F. M. Lastname, “Title of article,” Title of Journal/Publication, vol. #, pp. ###-###, Mo. Year.  

[20] P. C. Author, “Ostriches,” Journal of Funny-Looking Flying Things, vol. 42, pp. 121–131, Oct. 

2040.  

Website:  

[24] F. L. Author. (year, month day published). Article Title. Website or Magazine [Online]. pp ###-

###. Available: Full URL.  

 

[25] P. C. Author. (2009). Ostriches. Birds Online [Online]. Available: http://www.birdsonline.com/

articles/pcauthor/ostriches.html.  

IEEE provides guidelines for almost all other types of publications, including patents, theses, and 

emails. The general guidelines for books and journals above should be followed when applicable.  

Additional Guidelines  

• Figures and tables are labeled “



• Always add the zero before decimal values (i.e. 0.25). Exclude repeating zeroes after decimal values 

(i.e. 0.25000). 

•







Further Assistance


