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The College of Education and Social Sciences offers six distinct majors at the 
undergraduate level. These include (1) Early Childhood Special Education 
(2) Elementary Education (3) Special Education (4) Combined Special Education/
Elementary Education (5) Middle Level Education with teaching endorsements 
in English/Language Arts, Math, Science and Social Sciences, and (6) Secondary 
Education with teaching endorsements in English/Language Arts, Math, Science with 
designation in Biology, Chemistry or Physics, Foreign Language and Social Sciences 
with designation in History or Psychology. In addition, candidates can major in 
Theology with a minor in Secondary Education. 

The College of Education and Social Sciences offers M.A. programs in Early 
Childhood Special Education, Elementary Education, Secondary Education, Special 
Education, Reading and Literacy, and Educational Leadership. Curriculum and 
Instruction M.Ed. programs in Teacher Leadership, English as a Second Language, 
Instructional Technology, and Reading Teacher Endorsement are also offered. Post-
Masters programs include an Ed.D. in Educational Leadership. 

The College of Education and Social Sciences serves students in undergraduate 
and graduate programs. The teacher education programs at Lewis University 
enjoy field experience agreements with more than 130 schools and districts in 
northeastern Illinois. 
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The Institute for the Advancement of 
Catholic & Lasallian Education promotes 
and prepares the next generation of 
educators and administrators to lead 
Catholic and Lasallian schools in their 
efforts to transform lives, educate all and 
instill Christian and Gospel values in 
those entrusted to their care.

By focusing on the following 
areas of service, the Institute 
offers assistance and programs 
to advance Pre-K through 
12th grade education:

• Leadership Development
• Teacher Preparation
• Professional Development
• Outreach and Consulting
• Grants and Research
• Lasallian Formation

The Bishop Roger L. Kaffer Award is 
in honor of the auxiliary bishop that 
served in many roles as an educational 
leader during his more than 50 years 
of priesthood in the Joliet Diocese. 
He served as rector of St. Charles 
Borromeo Seminary in Romeoville 
before becoming principal of Providence 
Catholic High School in New Lenox, 
where he revitalized the school and 
personally met with each school family. 
The following individuals have been 
recognized as recipients of the Bishop 
Kaffer Outstanding Diocesan Principal 
Award which recognizes leadership, 
commitment to schools, innovation and 
exceptional work.

The Institute for the Advancement of  
Catholic & Lasallian Education

Bishop Kaffer Outstanding Diocesan  
Principal Recipients:

2010 - Sister Carolyn Sieg, OSB, Principal of St. Joan of Arc Catholic Grade 
School in Lisle

2011 - Dr.  Mary Kelly, Principal of St. Petronille Catholic Grade School in Glen Ellyn

2012 - Maryann O’Neill, Principal of Montini Catholic High School in Lombard

2013 - Maureen White, Principal of St. Irene’s Catholic Grade School in Warrenville

2014 - Frank Glowaty, Principal of Saints Peter and Paul Catholic Grade School  
in Naperville 

2015 - Rita Stasi, Principal of St. Joseph Catholic Grade School in Downers Grove

2016 - Terry Granger, Principal of Bishop McNamara Catholic High School, in 
Kankakee and Maternity BVM Elementary School, in Bourbonnais

2017 - Regina Pestrak, Principal of St. Matthew Catholic Grade School in 
Glendale Heights

2018 - Beth Cunningham, Principal of St. Mary’s Catholic Grade School in Mokena

2019 - Lynne Scheffler, Principal of St. Joseph Catholic School in Lockport

Principal, Beth Cunningham with Father John Belmonte, Superintendent of Joliet Catholic 
Schools, and Father Dindo Billote, Pastor of St. Mary's in Mokena
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Areas of Service

Grants and Research
Lewis University actively seeks grant funds to benefit Catholic and Lasallian schools. 
In 2016, the College of Education secured a grant from the Community Foundation 
of Will County to partner with area Catholic schools to give teachers the tools and 
training needed to integrate technology into reading and writing lessons to enhance 
literacy instruction in high-need schools. The University also conducts and supports 
research related to effective practice in Catholic and Lasallian education especially 
focusing on those most marginalized. 

Lasallian Formation 
The Institute offers a variety of mission-based professional development opportunities 
to expand and deepen faculty/staff understanding of Lasallian history, pedagogy, and 
spirituality, as well as Saint John Baptist de La Salle’s educational philosophy and his 
contributions to the teaching profession. 

Exploring Lasallian Mission (ELM) Summer Workshop 
Specifically designed for those who work in Lasallian schools or who want to deepen 
their understanding of the Lasallian charism, Lewis University’s Exploring Lasallian 
Mission (ELM) Program is a summer workshop held each June. ELM's four  
half-day sessions address the following topics: 

• Life and Times of Saint John 
Baptist de La Salle

• Social Justice and Lasallian Spirituality 

• Classroom Pedagogy and 
the Christian Brothers

• The Lasallian Educator and the 
Lasallian Movement

Facilitated by Lewis University faculty and staff, the ELM Program can help Lasallian 
educators inform their own teaching, work practices, and the exploration of 
their vocation.

Customized Lasallian Formation Experiences and Seminars
Creative and customized Catholic and Lasallian formation experiences for teachers 
and staff can be developed with principals and campus ministers to address a variety 
of topics including: the vocation of teaching; the spirituality of the Lasallian educator; 
the Twelve Virtues of a Good Teacher; the Conduct of the Christian Schools; and 
Saint De La Salle as classroom innovator.

Diocesan Tuition Discount Initiative
In recognition of dedicated service by the employees of the Diocese of Joliet and the 
Archdiocese of Chicago, and to encourage the pursuit of lifelong learning and the 
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Patron Saint of Education & 
Founder of the Brothers of the 
Christian Schools

John Baptist de La Salle was the 
first son of wealthy parents living in 
Reims, France over 300 years ago. 
At the age of sixteen, he was named 
Canon of the Reims Cathedral, a 
high-level position in the Church. 
He completed his theological 
studies and was ordained a priest 
on April 9, 1678. Two years later, 
he received a doctorate in theology. 
Meanwhile, De La Salle became 
involved in a project that involved 

training a group of rough and barely literate men to become 
teachers in order to establish schools for poor boys.

At that time, a few people lived in luxury, but most were 
extremely poor. Only the wealthy could send their children to 
school. Moved by the plight of the poor, De La Salle determined 
to put his talents and advanced education at the service of the 
young people who had little hope for the future. To be more 
effective, he abandoned his family home, moved in with the 
teachers, renounced his position in the Church and his wealth, 
and so formed the community that became known as the 
Brothers of the Christian Schools, commonly known today as 
the De La Salle Christian Brothers. De La Salle’s enterprise met 
opposition from Church authorities who resisted the creation 
of a new form of religious life. 

The educational establishment resented his innovative methods 
and his insistence on gratuity for all, regardless of whether they 
could afford to pay. Nevertheless De La Salle and his Brothers 
succeeded in creating a network of quality schools throughout 
France that featured students grouped in classrooms according 
to ability and achievement, integration of religious instruction 


