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Mission
The Office of Community Engaged Learning at Lewis University
 promotes the common good through the development of academic 
opportunities to apply learning by meeting real-world needs. In 
collaboration with community agencies and faculty members, students 
engage with the community through service, explore realities of justice 
and injustice, and are transformed by reflecting on their experiences in 
light of course and program objectives.

REFLECTIONS ON THE LAST YEAR

Laura Wilmarth Tyna



“This course changed my views on life 
and situations which will de�nitely 
help me in my future relationships, 

work, and school.” 

“I know more about the cultural richness 
of this area. I have also developed 

a new sense of commitment to  
my community and its needs.”

“This class gave me the room 
to grow and succeed because 
it gave me the opportunity 

to learn not just with lectures 
and notes but also hands 

on learning.”
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2021 De La Salle Medallions
Photo by: Lewis University 

Imagining Restorative Justice in Will County Virtual Event
Photo by: O�ce of Community Engaged Learning 

Conversations from Stritch Episode 28
Photo by: O�ce of Community Engaged Learning

Nursing students at the Greater  Joliet  Area YMCA
Photo by: Greater  Joliet  Area YMCA

 “After working together to try to make 
a change, I was able to connect and 
grow close with everyone. Now I feel 

very con�dent that I can work with any 
group and productively work for

 a change.” 



Data
2020-2021 Community Engaged Learning Collaboration  

During the 2020-2021 academic year, OCEL…

Worked with 40 Lewis faculty and sta� to integrate community engagement into 
their classroom.

Supported 20 Lewis instructors teaching designated CEL courses.

Connected with 109 community organizations to provide CEL opportunities to
 Lewis students.

 OCEL held 8 Co�ee & Conversations events across the academic year bringing 
together 66 participants from Lewis and surrounding communities to share best 
practices in community engagement and continue building relationships.

Twenty-seven Lewis faculty/sta� and 25 community partners 
registered to participate in the Spring 2021 Faculty-Partner Roundtable event. 

The annual Faculty Forum gathered 11 faculty participants virtually to re�ect on 
the CEL successes and challenges of the year.

 Forty-�ve participants from Lewis and surrounding communities gathered for a 
virtual workshop on CEL innovation.

OCEL has placed CELFs in 70 classrooms 
and community-based settings since 

the program’s inception in 2017!

Community Engaged Learning Facilitator Program

Educational Development

Page 3.



*Data from Banner course enrollment data
**Data from OCEL designated CEL course anonymous student assessment survey (n=226)
Student quotes from OCEL designated CEL course anonymous student re�ection prompt

 CEL Impact for Lewis Students 

Regular interaction with community partners, critical re�ection alongside peers, and 
support from CEL faculty instructors and CELFs all contribute to the transformational 
growth that students experience as a result of their participation in CEL. These data 
provide a glimpse into the impact of CEL for students during the 2020-2021 academic year.

Students reported that their CEL experience** : 
… deepened their understanding of the course material (93%)
… increased their con�dence in their ability to support community organizations (95%)
… helped them learn about the community’s strengths (95%)
… increased their awareness about how social problems impact the community (96%)
… encouraged them to reconsider assumptions they make about people (90%)
… helped to consider other perspectives that di�er from their own (95%)

471 students were enrolled across 
33 designated CEL course sections*

Most students interacted with their 
community partner at least once a week (50%) 

or every other week (FA20 – 26%; SP21 – 16%)**

“Working with teens was
 intimidating at �rst but I was
 so surprised at the evolution 

over the weeks that happened. 
It was great to challenge myself 

to get outside my comfort 
zone and to feel the reward of 
lending support to the teens.

“This course has expanded my 
sense of civic engagement and 
global citizenship by allowing 

me to be conscious of the people 
around me,… to be mindful of 

people who may be in need, and 
what I can do to help them.”

In Their Own Words 

By the Numbers
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The 2020-2021 academic year was like no other. While they stretched us in many ways, 
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FIND US ON SOCIAL MEDIA

https://www.instagram.com/cel_

lewisu/?igshid=mqpzqicjc65d
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